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JASON HOLDRIDGE

STATE OF 
THE CHURCH

I keep pinching myself and saying, “Did we just do everything we did in just one year?”  As I look back and 
recount my Sabbatical, the stories of changed lives, the hundreds of salvations, the scores of baptisms, the life-
changing conversations, the Property Party, the powerful weekend experiences, the expansion of Life Groups, 
and now the ground-breaking for our facility quickly moving from being a visionary dream to a living reality, it’s 
hard to believe all of what took place this past year.  

Has that ever happened to you? It’s like you look back and it feels like an accumulation of several years were packed 
into one. I’m amazed at how much can happen and how much God can do through you when you choose to not only be a caring 
community of faith but daring as well. I believe our church is taking ground from the Enemy for the Kingdom of God and stepping out in fearless 
abandon like never before and this makes me come alive more than anything else about being a Christ-follower…faith-movement resulting in miracles. 

Though I could recount several God-moments this year, by far one of the greatest achievements of God in our midst was wrapping up the “Through 
the Roof” Matchpoint Campaign. Who would have dreamt less than 2 years ago that our rural body of believers could band together and raise over 3.6 
million dollars toward our matching grant when our church set out for what seemed impossible at the time—raising 3.5 million dollars?
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As I’ve talked to other colleagues in ministry, I’ve heard one repeated response, “That’s 
unheard of, man.”  When I hear this reaction, it shows me the anomaly we are and the 
unique favor of God on our church. 
I can only respond like the psalmist: 

“Not to us, O LORD, not to us but
to your name be the glory, because of your love and 

faithfulness.” 
- Psalm 115:1 

So, as we move into this coming year of building our New Church Home as well as keeping a white-hot focus on our mission and ministry by engaging 
the movement of Christianity at an even more radical level, I can’t wait to build on the foundation of what God has done in and through us this year. I 
believe our best days are yet to come as we catapult into the next decade as a church and focus even more intently on reaching out to our community 
in tangible ways as well as multiplying the movement of God by planting churches locally, regionally, nationally and internationally!  We want to spread 
the goodness of what we are experiencing anywhere we can so that others can experience the refreshing and redemptive love of Jesus!

Thanks for the part you play in moving the movement here at Impact. The theme for this coming year is “In Lowell as it is in Heaven” focusing on bring 
the Kingdom to our neighborhoods by being the hands and feet of Jesus to our neighbors. I’m beyond blessed to lead such a sacrificial team of servant-
leaders and such a beautiful band of Christ- followers. 

I love you with all my heart,   -- Jason

STATE OF THE CHURCH, continued
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LEADERSHIP: STAFF

Our body is infused with love and life by the 
presence and passion of our Lead Pastor! The 
critical mass to everything that Jason pursues is the 
person and personality of Jesus, and his leadership 
exudes the centrality of Christ to all that our 
mission and vision encompasses. 
As our main speaking pastor, his ability to tell 
the epic story of God fluently, transparently, 
dynamically, and practically continues to be an 
incredible tool that God wields for the growth and 
health of our church. He has been shaped by nearly 
twenty years of ministry culminating in a wisdom 

and leadership instinct that lets him feel the pulse and health of ministry and pro-actively set its 
tone and temperature. Believing what Jesus said, that He came to seek and save the lost, Jason 
leads toward and through the redemptive story of God’s Word, vigilantly pursuing ministry ideas 
and people who restore, renew, and reproduce life! He is committed to this body, its leaders and 
its followers, but even more, he is committed to leading this church to reach the people in the 
surrounding communities with a fresh message of grace and truth –the hope of the Gospel!

Our church body is held together by skeletal 
structure that holds each vital organ and each 
critical ligament in its rightful place.  That’s what 
Ryan does as our Executive Pastor.  He meets 
with our Lead Pastor, Jason, often and gives much 
needed support and strength to the direction of 
Impact. He focuses a good portion of his attention 
on the strength of our Life Groups as an engine of 
care and connectivity, but his scope of influence 
is felt in every ministry and the accountability 
of their network of leaders.  He is awesome 
at managing projects, solving problems, and 
mediating inevitable tensions in the growing pains 

of being a part of a movement.  He is a stabilizing force bringing clearer communication and 
more fluid community between ministries and ministers in our beautiful body.  What rebar is to 
concrete, Ryan is to Impact!

JASON HOLDRIDGE 
LEAD PASTOR

RYAN KRESGE
EXECUTIVE PASTOR
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LEADERSHIP: STAFF

The Impact Student Ministries is led by the 
young and talented Shay Bogear. Moving to 
Lowell in 2016, Shay has taken the reigns of 
ISM without skipping a beat. His wisdom 
in leadership, affinity toward preaching 
and teaching, and his hard work and ethic 
have brought confidence and cohesion in a 
year of transition. Under Shay’s leadership, 
Wednesday nights are filled with high-
energy, innovative games, creative teaching, 
and tons of students. Shay has a big heart for 
the next generation of leaders, teachers, and 

gifted young men and women. What a blessing he is to our community!
As a native Southern Californian, Shay loves the out of doors and spending time 
fishing, playing sports of all kinds, and landscaping at his newly purchased house. 
Shay has been married to his High School sweetheart, Haley, for 6 years. Together, 
they are a powerhouse for the Kingdom of God – utilizing their unique gifts at Impact 
and the Lowell community in a potent way.
We’re so grateful that God led Shay and Haley to our community. He’s doing an 
incredible job of leading and loving our students and their families!

Our Impact life and vitality including 
careful cultural architecture is formed and 
shaped by Jon Bell. Community Life and 
Next Generation ministries have never 
been in better hands as Jon sculpts the 
resources and leadership of this crucial 
part of Impact’s central nervous system. 
With his attention to detail, heart for 
families, communication skill and passion 
for connecting people, Jon brings vital 
nutrients and life-giving leadership energy 
to both holistic family dynamic and to 
completing the circle of connection, 

involvement and participation for individuals. He leads the ground game for 
relational discipleship at Impact to extend and stretch faith for new steps with Jesus. 
His passion for helping people plant roots and grow in the rich soil of Jesus’ vineyard, 
the church, has compelled him to continue his dedication to further study. He is 
currently completing his graduate work at Wesleyan Seminary. One of many special 
personality traits Jon offers is the contagion of pure joy that exudes from his spirit 
toward those he encounters. His gift of humor and fun engages and infuses others 
with life and hope. He spends his down time with his beautiful wife, Amy, and their 
three adorable children. He and Amy can often be found entertaining others at their  
 home.

JON BELL
COMMUNITY LIFE PASTOR

SHAY BOGEAR
STUDENT MINISTRIES PASTOR
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As we have launched the Cherry Creek 
Campus, the stability and strength in the 
KidZone department has been rooted in 
the addition of Haley Bogear. Becoming a 
Lowellian in July of 2016, Haley’s bubbly 
persona and winsome attributes have 
become the scaffolding to the multiplication 
of KidZone in two locations. She is a gifted 
communicator, a profoundly astute listener, 
and loves deeply with the heart of Jesus 
our kids and families at Impact. As Impact 
has multiplied into two locations, Haley’s 

leadership has become an invaluable asset to the team as she leads the KidZone 
ministry at Cherry Creek Campus.
In addition to her ministry involvement, Haley is a local barista, an avid runner, and 
finds joy in a conversation over a cup of coffee. She and her husband, Shay, love the 
outdoors, traveling, and spending time visiting family and friends. 
What an incredible blessing Haley is to our KidZone team and Impact as a whole! We 
are so grateful that God led her and Shay to our quaint town to bless our body with 
their Kingdom potency

Our KidZone Ministry is blessed to have 
a very tall, slender, and loving shepherd of 
kids!  He and his wife Hannah have poured 
into our children’s ministry for the past 6 
years. At first, on the volunteer level with 
faithfulness and passion while attending 
Kuyper College.   In the fall of 2012, we 
asked Tony to be the KidZone Pastor as he 
finished his senior year of college. Tony has 
joined our staff on a full time level a year 
ago. He has a deep passion to bring God’s 
Word to life and to get down on a level with 

the kids that makes them feel special, relaxed and invited into the life of God in a way 
they understand.  I don’t know how many times I’ve heard parents say, “My kids love 
Tall Tony!”  It’s this endearing heart that makes him a great role model and minister to 
our cherished children! 

TONY SCHERING
KIDZONE PASTOR

HALEY BOGEAR
CCC KIDZONE PASTOR

LEADERSHIP: STAFF
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Our Ministry couldn’t hold together without 
the core strength of Chas’s attention to detail 
and her unique ability to administrate those 
details and duties with grace and guts.  Since 
she has come on as our church’s Executive 
Administrator, we’ve seen a marked difference 
in the alignment of our systems and the 
congruency and synchronism of all of our 
ministries.  She deeply cares about everyone 
else’s success and works hard to ensure that 
each leader has what they need to be effective 
and efficient in their ministry area.  She works 

closely with our Lead Pastor and Executive Pastor listening to their hearts and handling 
the all-important details of what it takes to have a strong infrastructure to uphold the 
ever-growing superstructure of our body.  What a Godsend she is to our church!

Our Worship Arts Ministry is led by Ryder 
Jones, who plays the electric guitar like he’s 
taking a walk in the park. He composes 
music, writes songs, plays with a variety of 
bands at local venues and clubs, was the lead 
guitarist on a  Shawn McDonald album, 
leads worship with a rabid and raw heart that 
ushers people into God’s presence, and leads 
our artists with a personal and professional 
care that is respectable and noble. His 
humility is extraordinary and his musical 
giftedness is renowned in the Grand Rapids 

area. What a great heart and what a generous gift of God!

RYDER JONES
WORSHIP & ARTS DIRECTOR

CHAS SZYMANSKI
DIRECTOR OF FINANCE & ADMIN

LEADERSHIP: STAFF
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Our KidZone and Impact Student Ministries 
is administered by a seasoned veteran of 
Impact.  She has served in every capacity 
at every level of youth leadership over the 
years and has been instrumental in forming 
the DNA of the contagious culture we enjoy 
in KidZone and ISM.  She has an uncanny 
ability to remember names and stories, 
connecting the dots of what’s happening in 
our families’ homes, our local schools and 
our kids’ hearts bringing a holistic ministry 
to our children that is essential having an 

immersive impact on our students as well as their parents.  She takes care of details 
like no other and handles the communication and coordination of both the student 
and children’s ministries.  We are fortunate to have her Ad“ministry”, as we like to call 
it!

Our Administrative Team has been graced 
with the work ethic and contributions of 
Tracy Lixey! Through our early life stage 
beginning in infancy as a church plant, 
moving into childhood and now our 
teenage years, our church continues to 
find itself with daunting, insurmountable 
“ad-ministry” needs. To that end, a new 
champion of the details has joined our 
ranks! Tracy is beginning a second career 
at Impact doing what she loves - guiding 
and directing those whom the details elude 

toward meaningful mastery of their responsibilities and organization of their lives! 
Homegrown, Tracy began attending Impact in 2011 with her husband, Dan Lixey and 
son Jayce, and they have dedicated large portions of their lives together to bringing 
the vision and purposes of Impact to life in our communities. Life Groups and Impact 
Student Ministries have both been privileged to experience Tracy, and we are excited 
and glad to have her on our crackerjack Admin Team! 

TRACY LIXEY
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

JENNIFER JOHNSON
KIDZONE AND ISM EXECUTIVE  
COORDINATOR

LEADERSHIP: STAFF
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Nate Smith joined the Impact Staff as 
Technical Director in November of 2017. 
God aligned just the right things for Nate, 
his wife Kate, and their precious daughter 
Evie to move to Lowell and come on staff 
at Impact, working in their hearts as they 
felt a pull back toward ministry in summer 
2017. We are so happy and excited to have 
Nate and his family on board and in our 
community!

   Previously working for an audio visual 
production company as well as in a church technical director position fresh out of 
college, Nate possesses the rare combination of a deep heart for Christ, the church and 
its people, a capacity for technology, IT, and the audio and visual arts. He rivals top 
professionals in the industry, and needless to say, we are lucky to have him!

Noah was a godsend for Impact in a time of 
uncertainty and ambiguity.  My favorite story 
is that just before he was hired, he asked if 
he could do anything to help out, even if it 
meant cleaning bathrooms! His attitude has 
continued to that of a learner and servant 
like.  As he is pulled in many different 
directions he still manages to balance the 
needs of KidZone, ISM, and big church all 
at the same time.  Even though Noah is still 
young and will describe himself as a student, 
he is extremely gifted at the tech portion 
of his job and is equally gifted in problem 

solving and finding solutions for what needs to be done.  The whole team is grateful 
to have Noah here, and we’re excited to see what God has planned for his future with 
Impact!

NATE SMITH
MULTIMEDIA & TECH DIRECTOR

NOAH HEMPEL
NEXT GEN TECH DIRECTOR

LEADERSHIP: STAFF
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LEADERSHIP: STAFF

Recognizing a growing need for feminine 
leadership and a matching strength of 
presence in more leadership roles, Impact 
Worship Team and KidZone Worship have 
invited Sarah Main into multiple positions 
simultaneously. Her love for children and 
pastoral, relational care for others perfectly 
suits her as she supports the mission and 
purpose of Impact with her beautiful gifts of 
musical grace and relaxed relationship. 
When Sarah lifts her voice to lead us, 
matters at hand are swept away and 

suspension of our skepticism envelopes us with the true miracle of sound. Sarah 
delivers the sounds of her heart as they speak to Jesus in a spiritual dimension rarely 
understood, less frequented, but vividly felt. 

At 20 years old, Asher is an extremely 
gifted artist in electronic music production, 
having competed in several national and 
international remix competitions, winning 
one for his remix of a Lincoln Brewster 
single. He has been honing his skills in live 
sound mixing the past couple of years, and 
does an incredible job of bringing a powerful 
and crystal clear sound to every worship 
service. Not to mention, you’ve heard a 
few of his original compositions and mixes 
used in Impact videos over the past several 
months!

Asher’s ear for music and level of talent is exceeded only by his good heart for the 
church, people, and worship.

SARAH MAIN
WORSHIP & KIDZONE LIAISON

ASHER POSTMAN
ASSISTANT TECH ARTS DIRECTOR
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LEADERSHIP: STAFF

As Impact’s staff has grown in specific 
ministries over the course of several years to 
meet the needs of a growing body, we have 
seen an increasing need for wise counsel 
and sage spiritual formation. To that end, 
Dave Beach, owner and counselor for Soul 
Seasons and adjunct professor of psychology 
at Cornerstone University, joined the Impact 
Ministry Leadership Team in a volunteer 
capacity in 2014. Dave brings experience, 
deep insight and wisdom to our young staff. 
Dave is also a Chaplain and contributes in 

a leadership training capacity to our Impact REACH ministry by offering spiritual 
formation to our volunteer leaders.

Hannah is in charge of Curriculum 
Development for TheZone which is our 
Y5-5th part of KidZone. She creatively 
brainstorms, plans and writes engaging, 
exciting experiences for the children of 
Impact’s community. Hannah’s leadership 
horsepower and capacity assist her as she 
serves the Curriculum Creation Team in 
their effort to plan children’s series, handle 
programming and set design creation. She 
is a tremendous thinker and developer as 
she coordinates and aligns so many of the 

gears that drive our children’s ministry. As Tony’s wife, she manages to hold down the 
fort on the home front with their two beautiful children, their garden, and ongoing 
projects at home, while juggling the growing needs of the thriving children of Impact!

DAVE BEACH
SPIRITUAL FORMATION COUNSEL

HANNAH SCHERING
KIDZONE CURRICULUM COORDINATOR
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LEADERSHIP 
ACCOUNTABILITY

Impact’s leaders are advised and 
held accountable by an elected team 
called the LAT. Two new members 

are elected every two years to 
replace two outgoing seats. 

“MY PRAYER FOR ALL OF THEM IS THAT THEY 
WILL BE OF ONE HEART AND MIND, JUST AS YOU 
AND I ARE, 
FATHER.” 

-JOHN 17:21

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

LEADERSHIP: 
LEADERSHIP ACCOUNTABILITY TEAM 
(L.A.T.)
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1. MARCUS BURTON

My name is Marcus Burton. Many of you have probably met my wife (of 14 years), 
Lindsey. She’s the outgoing, joyful, and feminine half of our partnership, with a gift 
for helping others. We also have four little image-bearers, Noah (age 9), Amalia 
(“Mali,” age 7), Eleanor (“Ellie,” age 5) and Ezra (age 4). We’ve been eager to live out 
James 1:27 (i.e. “look after orphans”) by adopting Eleanor and Ezra from China. 
What a blessing!

I spend my days working from home (and on planes) for a high-tech Wi-Fi company 
in California. Lindsey works at home with the kids as a home-school teacher.

You’ll see my family and me around Impact usually on Saturday evenings and again 
on Tuesday nights for Life Groups. Lindsey is abundantly blessed with the gift of 
hospitality, so we do our best to meet new people and welcome them to Impact by 
inviting them to dinner. 

My passions in ministry are accountability, prayer, and biblical teaching, and my gifts 
are wisdom and discernment. I’m into details and good communication (especially 
written), and I find healthy church governance (our LAT’s role) to be critical for 
accountability and ministry enablement. 

I’ve seen God’s power to change my life and so many lives around me, and I’m 
privileged to share in our collective journey towards knowing, loving, and being 
obedient to Jesus. Whether in formal or informal roles, I sense God’s call to share 
His promises, His hope, and His love to our community and world. If LAT is a part 
of that for me, fantastic! I will serve faithfully and humbly. If not, it’s still fantastic! I 
will pray for Impact’s leadership and continue to serve the Lord at Impact as fully and 
passionately as possible. I love the church.  

2. SARAH COOPER

Hello!  I am Sarah Cooper and I’ve been asked to tell you all about myself.  I met my 
sweet husband, Dan, while we both attended Calvin College and we married in 2000. 
Dan works for Northpointe Bank.   Before we had children, I worked for five years 
at International Aid, a Christian non-profit, as a Communications and Marketing 
Specialist. I graduated from Calvin with a BA in Art and Business.  

We have five beautiful gifts from God named Lilly, Ainsley, Wesley, Georgia and John 
Bing. Their ages span KidTown to ISM.  These people keep me hopping and I do not 
currently work outside of the home. My days are filled with laundry, dishes, playing, 
reading, cooking, gardening, driving all over the greater Grand Rapids area for play 
dates, soccer, playground duty, Bible Study Fellowship classes, 4H meetings, endless 
grocery shopping...you get the picture. 

I long to see people take their next step in their relationship with Jesus.  I feel that 
Impact’s leadership wants to empower people to be ministers themselves. I have been 
empowered here.

My passion is clarity and I am task-oriented.  Along with strengths come weaknesses.   
I need His grace every day.   He is so faithful to woo me back to Him, even as I am 
“prone to wander.”  I see it as a dance--a Holy, hysterical, and sometimes hilariously, 
repetitive dance.  This dance is how I know He loves me.  The older I get the more 
sensitive I am to the Holy Spirit’s whisper.  I’m learning that what He shows me in the 
Bible is for me to actually apply.  To myself.  Right now.  This trust walk is what it’s all 
about and He’s never failed me yet.  

LEADERSHIP ACCOUNTABILITY TEAM (L.A.T.)
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3. LINDA MCELROY

Hi! My name is Linda McElroy and I have been married for the past 33 years to Bill, 
my college sweetheart that I met at Olivet Nazarene College. Our family loves playing 
sports, watching sports, and doing just about anything that involves the outdoors. 
Raising kids with a strong Christian foundation was a huge priority for us. We have 
a son (Mike) and daughter (Kate), both of whom are married to lovely Christian 
spouses. It is such a huge blessing to now watch our young grandchildren learn and 
talk about Jesus as only a small child can. God is good! 

I have worked part time as a RN for 30 years at Spectrum and figured I would retire 
from there. With God’s prompting, I took a new job four months ago as the nurse for 
Lowell Area Schools.
I have seen the evidence of God’s hand throughout my life but since starting at 
Impact, God has been meticulously refining me and growing me through all the 
changes. My prayer is that I will continue to be obedient to His guidance and 
direction. 

I know God has great plans for Impact Church and I am thankful to be a part of that 
as we reach out to show the love of Christ to the Lowell community.

4. BOB MORGENSEN

Hello Impact Family. 

What a great time to be alive as God lives and moves in our community. 

My name is Bob Morgensen. I met my wife Gayle in college at WMU and we have 
attended Impact for over 10 years. We have 3 grown children and 5 grandchildren. 
God has shown his favor to our family in spite of many challenges. We have grown in 
spirit and in our need for His never ending wisdom as a result. 

I have been involved in construction management for the last 30 years, and Gayle 
works for Farmers Insurance out of our home in Rockford. I have been honored to 
have been on the LAT previously and fulfilled a 4 year term, and am willing with 
God’s help to serve another term. 

I never get tired of being in the presence of those pursuing God’s heart, and those that 
some day will (pretty inclusive).

We have so many talented people in our church, I stand in awe! 

LEADERSHIP ACCOUNTABILITY TEAM (L.A.T.)
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5. KENNY BIERI

Hello my name is Kenny Bieri. My wife Nicole and I have been married for 8 years 
and have two young children, Sadie and Gavin. 

I have been a part of the Lowell community my whole life and have been attending 
Impact since the fall of 2004. I started out coming to Impact Student Ministries and 
began attending weekend services shortly thereafter. Student Ministries is where I 
first began my relationship with Christ and was baptized in 2006. 

My faith has grown greatly through mentors and life groups at Impact Church. While 
attending Aquinas College, I began volunteering with student ministries and quickly 
became a youth leader. I served in student ministries for many years and led several 
life groups with the high schoolers. 

I have also been leading adult life groups, along with my wife, for the past 5 years. 
Throughout life groups, we have seen tremendous growth in the individuals as well 
as in ourselves and in our leadership capabilities. I have also been coaching soccer for 
the past 10 years and am currently serving as an assistant coach with the Lowell Boys 
Varsity soccer team. Coaching has allowed me to connect with more students outside 
of Impact and has also given me the ability to coach them in life as well as soccer. 

Some of my favorite things to do with my free time include spending time at home 
with my wife and kids, hunting, the outdoors, and time with friends.

6. ERICA BOON

Greetings!  My name is Erica Boon.  I have been married for 28 years to my super 
awesome husband, Daniel Boon.  I have two adult children Jordan and Hannah, 
two grandkids and Samuel, our son-in-law.  We have lived in Lowell for 29 yrs. and 
started attending Impact three months after their doors opened in 2003.  

I work at Amway Corporation as the Executive Assistant for the Chief Operating 
Officer and the Chief Financial Officer.  I have been there for 27 years.  

In my spare time, I handle the administrative duties and serve on the Board of 
Directors for our not-for-profit ministry called “Thirteenth Tribe Ministries”.  

I love being outdoors playing tennis, biking and hiking.  If I must be indoors, I love to 
watch my beloved Detroit Lions and read a good biography.  

LEADERSHIP ACCOUNTABILITY TEAM (L.A.T.)
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NEW MEMBER:
BRUCE MEEKOFF

NEW MEMBER:
KATE FREYLING

Hi, Impact!  
 My wife Kris and I have 3 children.  Our twin boys, 
Spencer and Nathan, are 21, and our daughter, 
Olivia, is 7.  The boys have moved out of the house, 
are both working full time, and are finding their 
way.  Olivia is in the 2nd grade at Alto Elementary 
and is your typical 7-year-old girl.  She loves singing, 
dressing up, dancing, and playing with her friends. 

We moved to Alto in 2002 and trekked to Jenison every Sunday to go to church.  Our 
wonderful Alto neighbors invited us to come to Impact in 2014.  We came off and 
on for the next two years, attending our church in Jenison in between.  We fell in love 
with worshipping at Impact!  We love the biblical based teaching, the authenticity 
of the people, Impact’s culture of multiplication, our Life Group…. the list goes on 
and on.  So many churches are focused inward; Impact’s focus is on outreach and 
discipleship.  Impact’s Mission Statement is so inspiring to me – “We exist to engage 
in the movement of Christianity by becoming a band of Christ-followers who raise 
up other bands of Christ-followers by reaching for un- and de- churched lives in 
West Michigan and beyond.”

Being nominated to the LAT is an absolute honor and very humbling.  After much 
prayer and consideration, I put this completely in God’s hands.  If God’s plan is for 
me to serve on the LAT, I will serve faithfully, with integrity, and to the best of my 
ability.  If not, I will continue to serve the church devotedly.  I ask that you pray for 
this process and for the church’s vision, mission, and leadership.  I am excited for the 
future of Impact and what God has in store for us.  

Hi there! I’m Kate Freyling. My husband Jay and I 
have been married for 11 years, and have attended 
Impact for 10 of them. We are blessed to be a part 
of this family of believers!  Our daughter Taryn is 
6, and about to finish kindergarten. Our son Tate 
is 4, and has been enjoying the freedom of having 
his sister gone all day at school!  Jay and I are loving 
watching our children grow and mature and are 

thankful for each of the new stages and seasons of parenting we experience (well, 
most of them anyway!).  It is a blessing to have the encouragement and support as 
husband and wife, as well as in parenting, thru our Impact family!
Prior to starting our family I worked full time as a Licensed Veterinary Technician. 
Since our son was born 4 years ago, I’ve been a full time stay at home mom, and 
have loved every second of it.  It is truly a blessing to be given the duty of raising 
God’s sweet little lambs!  I began cleaning in people’s homes when Taryn started 
school this past fall, and have enjoyed the flexibility of the schedule, as well as 
being able to have Tate tag along.   This flexibility has also allowed us to continue 
our involvement in MOPS (mothers of preschoolers) and BSF (Bible Study 
Fellowship).
Throughout our years at Impact I have served as the Frontline Scheduler, KidZone 
Mayor, and volunteered as a Kids Hope mentor, but am now in my sweet spot of 
serving with Impacts Women’s Ministry.  Reaching the hearts of the women of 
Impact and beyond, energizes me to my core.  I love how God opens new doors of 
opportunity that continue to stretch me and challenge me.  
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LEADERSHIP: 
EXTENDED MINISTRY LEADERSHIP TEAM (E.M.L.T.)

CHRIS GERMAN, BUILDING & GROUNDS
The Building & Grounds team’s main focus is to keep the buildings we use standing. 
We strive to keep the buildings inviting and safe so that there are no distractions 
from our main goal of chasing Christ!!

DENISE WASHBURN, CHAIR TEAM
Our role is to prepare the worship space for weekend services by arranging and 
straightening chairs. This team of dedicated volunteers also helps to make these 
adjustments for special events and holidays

STEVE & ROBIN STROUSE, FIRST FACES
Our First Faces are commonly known as ‘greeters and ushers’. The dedicated 
members of this group are the people that welcome and encourage others
to come in the door. We strive to greet with open hands, a smiling face and a 
common desire to love on the people that walk through our doors. We are commit- 
ted to “lovin’ on people” the way that Jesus would.



18 19

LEADERSHIP: 
EXTENDED MINISTRY LEADERSHIP TEAM (E.M.L.T.)

POLLY MCCAUL, CARE TEAM
Impact’s CARE Team is a helping ministry for those who are looking for help and guidance with many 
of life’s issues from mental health issues, grief and loss issues, and spiritual concerns. The CARE Team 
is also a resource hub alongside REACH to direct people to the resources they may need along their 
journey. The CARE Team is made up of caring Christian members of Impact Church who have received 
training in emotional and spiritual care in order to help those in need, both in the church and the 
community. The CARE Team has a Crisis Phone number which is on 24/7 to take calls for assistance. 
616-560-5183. We area also on Facebook at ImpactCARETeam.

ROSE MYERS, CELEBRATE RECOVERY
Celebrate Recovery is a Christ-centered, Biblically-based 12 Step recovery program for people with 
any kind of hurt, hang-up or habit, including addictions. Weekly meetings focus on one of the 
Steps or someone’s testimony of recovery. Step Studies, gender- specific, are other times for digging 
deeper into the Steps to work through the recovery process. All are welcome to the weekly Thursday 
evening meetings.

DAN BOON, MEN OF IMPACT
If you are a man and attend Impact, then you are considered a Man of Impact. Our desire is to 
connect you with other men in order to strengthen and encourage you as a man, husband, father, 
and citizen. We want to partner with you in your journey as a follower of Jesus and understanding 
your identity in Christ.
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LEADERSHIP: 
EXTENDED MINISTRY LEADERSHIP TEAM (E.M.L.T.)

ROBIN MOREHOUSE, WOMEN OF IMPACT
Impact Women’s Ministry exists to provide a safe place for women to grow in their relationships with 
Jesus and to  find freedom in the truth that women are vital to the Kingdom of God. It is the most 
exciting thing to witness God meet His daughters right where they are, and to be able to cheer them on 
as they continue to journey with Him. We gather once month to dive into His word and discuss this life 
of being a woman. We hope you’ll join us at a gathering and at our monthly just-for-fun events. We have 
such a blast together and invite you to come laugh with us!

CHERYL CLARK, DIVORCE CARE
The Divorce Care team is a caring group of people who will walk alongside you 
through one of life’s most difficult experiences. Learn how to heal from the deep 
hurt of broken relationships, separation, and divorce, and discover hope for your 

AMBER FRY, INFORMATION CENTER
The information center is there with a smiling face to assist with any and all 
questions, help connect those wishing to serve, greet guests and to help new guests 
feel welcome and introduce them to the New Connections ministry. Our overall 
mission is to offer support to all of Impact!
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LEADERSHIP: 
EXTENDED MINISTRY LEADERSHIP TEAM (E.M.L.T.)

GUY DEVRIES, COMMON GROUNDS
The mission of Common Grounds is to create a warm, and inviting atmosphere through 
welcoming, serving, and interacting with our guests. We strive to achieve this by dispensing 
coffee, hot chocolate, cappuccino, tea and other drinks to our guests at each service.

MARY CONRAD, GLOBAL IMPACT
Global Impact exists to care for orphans and widows in Swaziland, Africa. In this tiny nation with the 
world’s highest HIV/AIDS rate and the lowest life expectancy in the world, the needs are immense. Our 
focus is on orphan/widow care, hunger, poverty and education. Global Impact efforts include support- 
ing 97 orphans and vulnerable children at the Madabukeni Carepoint, local Swazi pastoral support, 
church planting and Timbali Craft sales. We attempt to accomplish these goals through fundraising, 
taking teams to work on the ground in Swaziland every other year, and by generating sales of the Timbali 
products at venues in our community and beyond.

MICHELLE THEISEN, NEW CONNECTIONS
We are a team intent on helping new or relatively new people connect into deeper relationships in our 
church. Our team helps to facilitate numerous interactions between ministries and newcomers in our 
body, providing relationship to walk with those who have not yet been able to connect with people or 
plug into ministries of our church. It is our mission to help people feel cared for, known, and needed as 
individuals, and to foster a culture where they can feel connected to this community we call Impact.
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LEADERSHIP: 
EXTENDED MINISTRY LEADERSHIP TEAM (E.M.L.T.)

JIM PETROVICH, CLEAN TEAM
An invigorating team of cleaning experts tasked with sanitizing, sweeping, vacuuming, re-stocking, 
and maintaining all of Impact’s gathering spaces.

CHERI NIEMEIER, PRAYER TEAM
Impact Prayer team gathers on a monthly basis to seek Jesus in worship & prayer asking Him to empower 
Impact’s vision, ministries, and leaders. We ask Jesus to reach the un- and de-churched with His love and 
forgiveness drawing them into a life-long relationship. We are also committed to praying for the needs of those 
experiencing sickness and loss in their lives believing that Jesus will heal the brokenhearted and bring lasting 
restoration. We have several different expressions of prayer as follows: Prayer Ministry Team after weekend 
services; 1st Sunday Evening Prayer gathering @ 6:00 pm; Sunday Morning “Church of Lowell” gathering @ 7:00 
am (with area churches); Prayer Requests (amen corner & prayer request page)
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RETROSPECTIVE
REPORT

HOW DID WE DO WITH OUR 
2017-2018 VISION FROM LAST 
YEAR?
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1. CHURCH HEALTH

GOAL: See a NEW Life Group started called “Kickstart” for people that are new 
to our church or new to the faith as a first connection to the heartbeat of God and the 
lifeblood of our community.  It focuses on the first steps of a believer and what the most 
crucial disciplines are to starting and sustaining a growing relationship with Jesus.  Our 
New Connections ministry will look to funnel new people into this group as an organic first 
step of connection to our church.

UPDATE: After months and months of looking for the right leadership to take 
that on and facilitate it with good DNA as well as good doctrinal and pastoral roots, 
we have just recently found a couple that will begin leading this crucial ministry.  I’m 
excited to see this group get off the ground in the months to come.

GOAL: See Life Groups increasingly emphasized as essential to the culture of our 
church.  We desire to see at least 15 new Life Groups started as more people engage outside 
of the weekends for fellowship, discipleship, care, and mission.  As our church grows bigger, 
it must grow smaller.  We will be passionately promoting Life Groups and encouraging 
more people than ever to find a smaller faith community to engage in throughout the week 
to deepen their knowledge and experience of following Christ.

UPDATE: We have had more people involved in Life Group than ever, especially 
for our Purpose Driven Life series. Over ten new groups emerged this year, while very 
few from years prior dissolved.  There have been so many good stories of growth and 
relational connection coming from that growth engine of our body. (See Life Group 
Report)
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1. CHURCH HEALTH

GOAL: See those who are involved in service outside the church walls within our 
city to begin to view that as a platform of ministry.  Whether it’s helping in community, 
coaching, mentoring co-workers, volunteering in our schools, serving as city officials on 
various boards, giving time to local ministries, etc…these things count and we’re learning 
that if you don’t count this number, people don’t think it does.  We will count this number 
this year to see how we are saturating our community with ministry outside the walls of 
our church. It’s not just what’s done inside our wall that counts.

UPDATE: While we continue to see so many in our body serving as the hands 
and feet of Jesus outside the walls of our church, it has proven difficult to find a way to 
track the metrics of this like we can for ministries within the church.  Maybe it’s not 
supposed to be tracked the same way (numbers wise), but rather promoted with equal 
value in the kingdom of God.  We want to always be raising people’s awareness that 
kingdom work isn’t confined to formal ministry service within the church body.

GOAL: See 20 new “Impact Student Ministries” adult leaders come on board to 
disciple and mentor our students as the ministry continues to grow.  It is so important the 
ratio of leaders to students is high to truly make a deep impression on their hearts and to 
walk with them through the ups and downs of Middle and High School.  We love this next 
generation and we want them to have a caring adult to enter their life deeply.

UPDATE: As Shay has come on in the Student Ministries Pastor role, his desire 
was to bolster the base of adult leaders to minister to our students.  There have been 
close to 12 new adults who have joined the team to pour into the students’ lives in the 
last year.  We celebrate those new hearts that are called to shepherd students in these 
formative and volatile years of adolescence!
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1. CHURCH HEALTH

GOAL: See 40 new volunteers added to the KidZone team to pour into our children at 
both campuses.  With the new Cherry Creek Campus starting in January of 2017, several 
key leaders left our Main Campus to serve over there. We are in need of a whole new 
pocket of people who are willing and excited to invest their lives in the mission of our 
KidZone ministry and the impressionable hearts of our children.  We will never go further 
than our Next Generation and it’s imperative that our whole church catches a vision and 
passion for their role in reaching back and bringing our sons and daughters along in the 
faith.  

UPDATE: Though we have seen new hearts come on board to minister to our 
children, the number is closer to 20 rather than the 40 we were longing to see join the 
ranks.  Recruitment into children’s ministry requires sacrifice and a servant heart that 
requires time, energy, and engagement, making it a more difficult ministry position to 
fill.  We are grateful to all the new volunteer heroes stepping up and sowing seeds into 
our kids each week in KidZone.

GOAL: See 800 unique volunteers who are serving in various areas of ministry be a 
vital part of the ongoing health of the body to keep it functioning and effective. We have 
nearly 700 people serving in ministry, but we’ve come to realize that many of them are 
counted twice or three times because they serve in several ministries making the number 
of unique ministers much closer to 450 people.  This will lead to burnout for those serving 
now and immaturity for our body if we don’t expand the base of every person having a 
ministry where they faithfully serve.  We realize this is audacious, but we are passionate 
about moving the needle on this metric.

UPDATE: We knew that our goal was audacious and faith-filled, but we needed 
to pray for the Lord of the Harvest to raise up new ministers to be “harvest hearts” 
in our church.  I believe we are hovering around 650 to 700 unique servers who are 
involved in active ministry in our body currently.  This is commendable, but we must 
keep inviting continued buy-in from those who currently attend our church.  It is a 
crucial step to move from observers to servers.
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2. CHURCH GROWTH

GOAL: See a 2-week “Through the Roof” Campaign to raise the remaining $900,000 
beyond the 2.6 million that we received in our campaign last year to receive our matching 
grant and to meet our ultimate goal of raising 7 million dollars for our new facility.  The 
deadline for our matching grant is at the end of October, so the weeks we will focus on 
giving and pledging will be the final two weeks of October 2017.  We’re believing God to 
do amazing things once again as we consecrate ourselves to his mission of reaching more 
people with the refreshing gospel of Jesus.  Begin praying now for God to provide in a 
miraculous way.

UPDATE: This may be the most miraculous thing we witnessed this year as we 
blew past our goal of $900,000 to raising an additional $1,029,578.92 in one-time gifts 
and pledge making our total raised toward the 3.5 million dollar matching grant a 
grand total of $3,679,711.67.  The 3.5 million dollar grant has already been given by our 
Kingdom Donors for a total pledged of $7.1 million for new facility resourcing. We are 
excited that the building construction has begun! 

GOAL: See 300 people attending the Cherry Creek Campus (adults and children) 
in order to free up room for the un- and de-churched to come and experience Christ 
and community at Impact.  It will be impossible for us to grow as our facility is being 
built if our Cherry Creek Campus does not become a temporary home for many of our 
Impact faithful who are willing to give up convenience and preference in submission to our 
ultimate mission of “seeking and saving the lost”.

UPDATE: Though we have had upwards of 220+ attending the campus since its 
inception including children, we are holding around the 160 to 180 mark each week.  
We recently had a video promoting a push to recruit more volunteers and to invite a 
new crop of our congregation to attend that venue until our building is built.  We must 
remain steadfast in the mission of this initiative which is to free up space on our Main 
Campus to reach more people for Christ.
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3. CHURCH FACILITY

GOAL: See a Building and Ground’s Director come on part-time in order to oversee 
the growing needs of our property management.  It would be our desire to eventually hire 
this person full-time once the new facility is built in order to have adequate oversight of the 
ever-expanding needs of the buildings and grounds.

UPDATE: This is happening, and we are increasing that budget line item moving 
into this coming year.  We are hiring a part-time facilities manager who will hopefully 
be able to come on full-time once we occupy the new facility.

GOAL: See some much-needed updates on our facility that are in urgent need of 
repair.  Two of the primary projects are putting new roofs on the Impact offices and the 
KidZone wing along with fixing the deteriorating facade of the Worship Facility and 
repainting it as well.

UPDATE: Both of those large undertakings have been accomplished and those 
investments in the maintenance of our current facility are crucial to taking care of what 
God has entrusted to us.  I’m grateful for the buildings and grounds leadership who 
have lead the charge in those projects.
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3. CHURCH FACILITY

GOAL: See Noon’s property purchase finalized and the building project underway 
sometime this coming summer 2017.  The project has been delayed by some zoning 
regulations, but we are praying for God to open to doors to move this project forward.  
This will be a massive undertaking and we’re excited as all get out!

UPDATE: We were able to secure the purchase that property last June and to 
begin all the vital steps necessary in drawing up plans and presenting those architectural 
drawings to the Township to be approved over the last year.  It has been a painstaking 
process, but I think the Lord knows the best timing for us to begin and complete His 
work.  We trust His purposes and plans.

GOAL: See a Cleaning Company hired on part-time to do some of the deep cleaning 
in our church a couple times a week allowing our Clean Team to focus on some of the day 
to day cleaning that comes with having a facility that is used so effectively and efficiently 
throughout the week.  

UPDATE: This also has happened in this last year which is another intermediate 
step to insert into our budget as we prepare for the new facility that will require more 
management as ministries expand and our church grows.  The operational costs of 
our facility will increase, and we’re wanting to make sure we take incremental steps to 
preparing for those increases so we’re not inundated all at once.  God has brought just 
the right people our way to shoulder the weight of that important job.
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4. CHURCH MULTIPLICATION

GOAL: See our Cherry Creek Campus expand in attendance, but most importantly 
see new people serving in various ministries.  Growing organisms reproduce and it’s 
important to duplicate disciples and to multiply ministers.  This will be important as we 
get ready to occupy the new facility and prepare for the growth of new people that will 
flood through the doors.  We must deepen our bench.

UPDATE: Though we have seen a trickling of new members carrying the load 
of tear up and set down as well as leading the ministries of that stand-alone ministry, 
many of the people that originally started serving there when it launched are still the 
ones who are doing the majority of the labor.  We just produced a video inviting more 
people into the trenches of ministry, so we’ll see the fruit of that recruitment initiative.  
I’m so grateful for the ones who serve so selflessly each week on our campus.  It wouldn’t 
be possible without them.

GOAL: See a new church planted in Charlotte, MI named “Thrive” in the Fall of 2017 
under the leadership of Randy and Katie Lance.  This is all part of the Lansing Initiative to 
see new churches launched and multiplied in the greater Lansing area.

UPDATE: Thrive church launched last Fall.  It went through an extensive 
renovation to modernize the lobby and worship space as well as update all the children’s 
ministry spaces.  The ministry has grown from about 25-30 people to a solid 80 to 90.  
They had over 120+ for Easter and we are excited about what Randy and Katie Lance 
are doing as they lead that body toward health and growth. Randy and Katie were both 
saved and baptized at Impact over 10 years ago…this is an awesome story of raising 
up disciples and sending them out to plant churches themselves.  What a miraculous 
endeavor this has been…to God be the glory!
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4. CHURCH MULTIPLICATION

GOAL: See a new church incubated and eventually launched in Lansing under the 
leadership of Luis Torres to be launched in 2017/2018.  This church will be a multi-cultural 
church as Lois speaks fluent Spanish and is longing to see people of all races come together 
in unity under the banner of Jesus.

UPDATE: This is well underway, and the name of the church is called “The Mix”.  
It will be launching in Fall of 2018 in Lansing.  They just secured the building they will 
be leasing, and the launch team is being assembled and trained to prepare for preview 
services before the official launch this Fall.  Our body got a chance to see Luis preach 
and to commission him in March of 2018.  What a joy it is to plant more churches 
out of the Greenhouse Network, Impact’s ministry that meets each month to focus on 
multiplication and church planting.

GOAL: See our first church plant, “Epic”, begin their new campus in Eagle, MI by 
the Fall of 2017.  A church and parsonage were given to them this past year miraculously 
and renovations have already begun to get the church ready for the launch of services.  It 
is possible that this campus will become a church plant in the years to come as it matures 
and becomes self-sustaining.

UPDATE: I’m pleased to announce that this vision also came true this past Fall. 
I was honored to be there for their launch weekend were over 120+ people gathered at 
the Eagle Campus of Epic to band together to reach that community for Christ.  It has 
taken so much sweat and tears to get that building ready and to build up new teams to 
fill the leadership roles in that new location, but Duane and Steve have worked together 
to make the impossible happen.  I’m so proud of them and their heart for multiplication.
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5. CHURCH MISSION

GOAL: See our church become even more involved and intertwined with the 
ministries that already exist within our community.  These include Alpha Women’s Center, 
Flat River Outreach Ministry, Straight Street Addiction Recovery, Basics, not Barriers, and 
the Food Mobile.

UPDATE: I think of all these ministries that we continue to partner with in our 
community, the one that we’ve made the most intentional effort with this past year is 
Flat River Outreach Ministry.  Ryan is the Vice-Chair of the board and several people 
from our church have joined the board injecting it will new life as it advances into the 
future.  They have just voted to build affordable housing in Lowell, an initiative that has 
been years in the making.  I can’t tell you how big of a miracle this is for our community.  
We will be walking alongside them every step of the way.

GOAL: See “Kids Hope” add 20 new volunteers to come along side at-risk kids in 
our elementary schools.  It’s all about partnering with our Local Schools to help struggling 
students with homework, relationships, disciplines, mentoring, and consistent love for one 
hour a week.

UPDATE: I believe that we have added several new mentors to the program, but 
we have fallen short of our goal of 20.  We really need even more than 20 since there are 
so many at-risk kids waiting for a caring adult to mentor them inside the school each 
week.  This is a window of opportunity that our local school allows for us to enter the 
building and enter into relationship with students who desperately need our relational 
support and love.
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5. CHURCH MISSION

GOAL: See our “Love Week” expand its breadth and depth of love to the Lowell 
Community.  It is our desire to see the potential of what we’ve accomplished in Lowell to 
possibly be taken by various members of our church that live in nearby communities and 
to duplicate the heartbeat of Love Week in their cities.  We also are wondering what it 
would look like to have a Fall Love Week and a Spring Love week that are less intensive, 
but important throughout the year to show our church and community that this is more 
than a week thing. The potential is limitless, and the impact is enormous.

UPDATE: Love Week was a smashing success again this year under the 
leadership of Bob Rogers and so many other leaders under him that took on over 30+ 
massive community projects to show our community tangible love and care.  We are 
still wondering how to expand it to something that happens in the Fall and Spring as 
well as in surrounding communities where many people from our congregation live.  
But it is important to stay faithful to the mission in Lowell making sure it is strong and 
sustainable before we branch out and multiply this ministry to new times of the year 
and new places in our region.

GOAL: See our connection to our Madabukeni Care Point deepen as we move to 
taking annual mission trips to Swaziland, Africa to encourage and support the orphans 
and widows that we financially care for throughout the year.  We also want to infuse the 
new church plant and our plant pastor, Thobiso Matsenjwa, with encouragement and 
resources to help them be successful in reaching their community.

UPDATE: We sent over another Impact Mission’s Team this past summer 
who ministered more intensely on the Madabukeni Care Point site ministering to 
the widows and orphans there.  We were also able to bring “Freedom Appointment 
Training” to a smaller group of leaders there as well as train the local pastors in the 
area.  We now have 7 local pastors that we support financially in Nsogo, Swaziland 
through our Greenhouse Church Planting Network, and we want to continue to see 
the local church multiply and thrive there.  Suzanne Deeren and a small team of ladies 
continue to champion the Timabili Craft ministry in the states to sell the products that 
the widows make to give them gainful employment, so they can minister at each of the 
35+ Care Points in Swaziland by feeding over 2,500+ kids each day.  Our partnership is 
essential to the lifeblood of what happens in that part of the world. 
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5. CHURCH MISSION

GOAL: See our students take a mission’s trip to Haiti in the Spring or Summer of 
2018 to begin a long-standing relationship there much like we have in Swaziland.  We 
long for our students to experience and engage the needs of the world and to be changed 
as they gain his eyesight and heartbeat for the whole world.  We’re excited about this new 
endeavor and are developing connections for a healthy long-term partnership.

UPDATE: This is happening, and the training and fundraising is underway in 
order for a group of students and leaders to taking our first Mission’s Trip to Haiti 
through ISM.  We are excited about that new partnership and look forward to finding 
out their needs throughout the year so that we can partner with and support them.  
Pray for our students and leaders that God will do a life-changing work in their hearts 
and use them to bring life-change to the beautiful people of Haiti.
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FAITH GOALS UPDATE
TRACKING THE METRICS THAT KEPT US ACCOUNTABLE
TO FULFILL OUR 5 PURPOSES

REACH GROW
GOAL: 100 BAPTISMS & 200 SALVATIONS GOAL: 820 (600 ADULTS AND 220 STUDENTS) IN LIFE GROUPS
ACTUAL: 53 BAPTISMS & 249 SALVATIONS ACTUAL: 694
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SERVE

MULTIPLY

GOAL: 800 SERVING IN MINISTRY

GOAL: 1500 IN WEEKLY ATTENDANCE 

ACTUAL: 829

ACTUAL: 1154
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WORSHIP
GOAL: $32,000 IN WEEKLY TITHES
ACTUAL: $31,720
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District Assessment
$114,000 | 7.9%

FINANCES UPDATE
A DETAILED REPORT OF IMPACT’S OPERATIONAL 
BUDGET FOR THE LAST FISCAL YEAR

TOTAL EXPENSES: $1,451,688
TITHES & OFFERINGS: $1,452,000

Staffing
$772,952 | 53%

Capital Improvement
$28,800 | 2%

Facilities & Debt Reduction
$107,296 | 7.4%

Church Planting
$144,000 | 10%

Ministry Budgets
$214,680 | 14.8%

Administration
$69,960 | 4.8%
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TheVision: 2018-2019
IN LOWELL AS IT IS IN HEAVEN

OUR CITY:
GOAL: Deepening Partnership with F.R.O.M. and the regular outreach ministries they coordinate.  
We especially want to partner with them on the affordable housing initiative that they are moving forward with in partnership with ICCF this next year.

GOAL: Having Love Week in various communities outside of Lowell in order for people from our body to show “love” in the community in which they 
“live”.  Our goal is for Love Week to multiply into other key communities surrounding Lowell.  Our desire is to make this more than one week, but to have a 
Fall and Spring “Love Week” experience as well.

GOAL: Providing 50 mentors from Impact for the Kids Hope Ministry to ‘at-risk’ students in our local elementary and middle schools.

GOAL: Continuing to promote and get behind programs like Exploration of the Arts and Safety Town that draw so many families outside of our church 
from our community to experience the life-giving presence of Impact.

GOAL: Deepening our partnership with “Lowell Kid’s Games” which is a day camp that provides opportunities for all kids to learn and play games free 
of charge.

GOAL: Partnering with Alpha Women’s Center to increase their facility capacity and reach more families by coming along-side them with needed counsel 
and guidance.
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OUR CHURCH:
GOAL: Beginning the building of the New Facility and preparing ourselves to be able to occupy the new space with sufficient volunteers filled with the DNA 
of our cultural values.

GOAL: Stimulating growth in the Saturday Service each week w/ extended family time with food and fellowship (From Memorial Day to Labor Day)

GOAL: Providing occasional pre-service breakfast or post-service lunch gatherings at the Cherry Creek Campus to forge deeper community and to attract more 
people who make that venue their service of choice until the building is built.

GOAL: Planning 4 Quarterly “Unified” Gatherings at the Main Campus for ministries to merge and for synergy and chemistry to form before we occupy our 
new building and blend back together.

GOAL: Providing a “Kickstart” group for those who are fresh in their faith and need discipleship as new believers.

GOAL: Creating story videos in ISM to expose students to life change happening in their generation and to inspire their hearts to wonder about what God could 
do in their story when they surrendered to Him.

GOAL: Developing a Parking Team in preparation for the new location and new facility, working with our municipality, neighborhood and local businesses to 
ensure an effective, hospitable, inviting, life-giving immediate encounter with parking people.

GOAL: Establishing and training a Safety Team for the new facility to weave throughout Frontline’s Teams and weekend experiences to ensure emergency 
preparedness and healthy, safe environments for our body.

GOAL: Expanding, promoting and recruiting more for our Buildings and Grounds Team lead by a new addition to our staff to oversee facility use, events, care 
and maintenance. 

GOAL: Growing our Care Team’s vitality, vibrancy and capacity and increasing its connectivity to other ministries (Life Groups, New Connections, etc.) to 
ensure better resourcing, referrals and availability for crisis, emergency and sustainable coaching.
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OUR WORLD:
GOAL: Continuing to financially support and relationally encourage the Timbali Ministry to widows in Swaziland, Africa. This will involve promotion and sale 
of their bags and crafts that provide them with gainful employment, so they can keep serving the 2,500+ orphans at the Care Points. 

GOAL: Continuing our ongoing support of our adopted Madabukeni Swaziland Care Point raising money from Thanksgiving through Christmas to feed, 
educate, and care for the orphans at Madabukeni under the leadership of the church we planted there in 2016.

GOAL: Taking our annual Swaziland Mission Trip with a team in the Summer of 2018 to minister to our Madabukeni Care Point and to encourage all our church 
plant pastors in the Nsogo Region that we support.

GOAL: Seeing Impact Student Ministries take their first overseas Mission Trip to Haiti and forming a continued partnership there for the future ministry.

GOAL: Begin looking for 5 church planters within our church that we can identify, raise up, and send out to multiply the movement in the next 5 years.  This is 
a vision that extends out “beyond the building” into the years that follow so that we are keeping our reproducing culture as a body.  We don’t want to be known for 
our ‘seating capacity,” but our ‘sending capacity’.

GOAL: Planting another church through Greenhouse in the Ionia Jail through Straight Street Church in the Level 2 prisons.  Also, raising up a group of women 
from our church to start a ministry for female inmates in need of a church service as well.

GOAL: Planting a church through Greenhouse in South Carolina called “The Oaks” through our church plant in West Virginia called “Reclaim”.  We are excited 
to expand our network nationally in the coming years and this is the first step in that direction.

GOAL: Planting a church through Greenhouse in the Old North district of Lansing called “The MIX” under the leadership of Luis Torres in the fall of 2018.  They 
are meeting as a core team of 45, have found their meeting space, and will be starting pre-launch services in August.

GOAL: Supporting our new church plant “Thrive” in Eaton Rapids under the leadership of Randy and Katie Lance as they launch a new campus in Charlotte, 
Michigan under the leadership of Greenhouse.
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75 Baptisms & 200 Salvations

700 adults & 350 students 
in Life Groups

750 people serving
in ministry

1,500 in weekend service 
attendance

$35,500 in weekly
Tithes & Offerings

1. REACH

2. GROW

3. SERVE

4. MULTIPLY

5. WORSHIP

FAITH GOALS
2018-2019
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Staffing
$869,727 | 51%

Capital Improvement/LAT
$33,840 | 2%

Ministry Budgets
$214,380 | 12%

Church Planting
$169,200 | 10%

District Assessment
$136,200 | 8%

Facilities
$203,592 | 12%

Administration
$76,680 | 4.5%

TITHES & OFFERINGS: $1,704,000.00

BUDGET
2018-2019
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CHERRY CREEK CAMPUS REPORT
LONGEVITY, FAITHFULNESS, SACRIFICE, SERVING...
These are just a few words that come to mind as I take inventory of the past year at Cherry Creek Campus. These words embody the ethos of our Impacters who have committed to 
attend, serve, and faithfully pour into CCC.

Two years ago, we weren’t sure what we should do about the growth of our church. A year later, in January of 2017, we launched the Cherry Creek Campus for our church to stay 
on mission and continue to reach the un- and de-churched, making more room for more people to hear about Jesus. Since then, I’ve only become more certain of the purpose of 
Cherry Creek Campus; galvanized into action and fixed with focus. Cherry Creek began in order to reproduce in volume (number of people) and reproduce in volunteers (number 
of servants). In the last year, we had a goal of several hundred attenders to make CCC their service. While we did not reach that goal, we did average 150 attenders each week, therein 
opening up space for more people to attend at our main campus. 

Even more impressive to me has been the surge in volunteers who week in and week out serve at Cherry Creek. This includes a set up team, tear down team, KidZone team, Worship 
and Tech teams, Frontline team, Common Grounds team, and New Connections team. I’m more confident than ever that when we assemble as a collective body in our new building 
next year, we will have the rebar and infrastructure of servant volunteers to sustain our building and ministries, in part due to reproducing leaders at CCC!
There have been some other incredible wins at CCC this year that I want to highlight. First, relational connection and community has been built at CCC through serving, attending 
as Life Groups, and (most recently) sharing food together at the CCC Breakfast. We plan to continue such gatherings this year for our Cherry Creekers to connect and commune 
together over good food! Second, I need to give honor where honor is due: our selfless team leaders at CCC. To Bruce and Kris Meekhoff, Haley Bogear, Brian Worsley, Chris 
Szymanski, Kyle Hoff, Greg Niemeier, Kyle Hoff, Justice Postman, Heather Braun, Christy Allen, Matt Kooistra, Ben Jager, Dennis Mora, and the dozens of other volunteer leaders - 
thank you! You have each made such an enormous impact (pun intended) on our church, and I’m deeply grateful for your sacrificial and selfless love for Jesus and others. 

As we embark on our final 9-12 months of CCC, I’m enlivened by the thought of increased energy and involvement at CCC. My prayer is rooted in Ephesians 4:12-13 – that CCC 
may be equipped for works of service so that Christ’s Body may be built up. Looking forward to another awesome year at Cherry Creek Campus!
--Jon Bell, Community Life Pastor



44 45

NEW FACILITY UPDATE
ANTICIPATED SUMMER 2019
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Have you ever stood on the cusp of something big and paused just long enough to feel your heart hammering in your chest and your spine buzzing with exhilaration, while your 
whole body prickles with preparation? Winter and spring of 2018 have provided a few more than several of these moments for Impact in the effort to begin construction on our new 
home. We’ve been on the launch pad, and the shuttle’s ignition sequence has counted ten slow, excruciating moments to lift off while we hold our breath and wait for the g-force to 
impact!

In 2018/19 Impact’s new location will take shape. It will be birthed after long development, incubation, labor pains and final delivery. The journey to this point has not been easy for 
us. In fact, it’s been downright difficult, sometimes daring and even dangerous. But what endeavor worth pursuing comes easily or smoothly? Instead, we believe the difficulty has 
been shaping us, all our leaders, our collective body, and our Lowell community into readiness for God’s multiplication of our ministry and his increase of our reach. We are prepared 
and preparing because of his goodness to us, and his timeline is better than our best efforts.  

CONSTRUCTION PROGRESS:
This winter and into March we concluded lengthy proceedings with the township to gain our final 
site-plan approval. After approval, we broke ground on our new building immediately, received 
our building permit mid-April, and began concluding negotiations on construction costs in May 
through General Contractor, Dan Vos. Based on construction scheduling projections, it is likely 
we will be able to occupy our new home by August or September of 2019. Stating absolutes about 
construction completion is a fool’s errand because of the multitude of variables and conditions in 
play, but we are honing the schedule and hope to massage an effective timeline into existence with 
our general contractor this June in order for us to work and lead with an end goal in mind. Summer 
of 2019 looks to be a feasible conclusion, and we are aiming for it.

NEW FACILITY UPDATE
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PROJECTED COSTS:
In order to help grasp some of the variables affecting our project budget, it is crucial to note the affect of delays from 2016 (spring) to 2018 (spring), As we have navigated the 
construction financial market, realistic market shifts in two years include high trade demand, low trade supply, 5-10% material increases and global economic factors, such as 
tariffs. Taking into account the two year delay to find property and rezone it, our project grew more costly. Our property location, ideally situated on M21 at the entrance to Lowell, 
cost more than initial anticipated projections as well. This property (unlike others) also required the addition of a new student ministry facility which was not included in our 
original needs analysis, taking our total square footage from 40,000 to 44,000, and making sale of our existing building necessary to pay for overages.

Though the Construction Team has worked feverishly to mitigate overages, the end result will be more than we our original needs analysis of spring, 2016. Despite the increased costs, 
we have pursued the best case scenarios while planning worst-case contingencies for the dramatic affect of the delays we’ve experienced over the last 24 months. This preparation now 
proves its worth as our financial reality remains stable and healthy, and our ability, capacity and dedication to achieve the end goal is strong and unyielding. 
Because of the faith-filled, faithful response of our Impact body during Through the Roof, Match Point capital campaign this past fall as we pledged 7.1 million dollars, we are 
poised to accomplish an astonishing miracle redeeming a piece of property in this community, helping thousands more people into relationship with Jesus through our new space, 
resourcing church planting at greater and greater levels, and helping many more lives take the next step in their relationship with Jesus!

BIRD’S-EYE PROGRESS:
In Isaiah 40, a portion reads “In the wilderness prepare the way for the Lord; make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and 
hill made low; the rough ground shall become level, the rugged places a plain. And the glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all people will see it together. For the mouth of the 
Lord has spoken.” When God speaks and we respond, nothing in all creation can stop his force, his fame, nor his daring rescue of our souls!  Ideally situated and perfectly positioned, 
you’ve watched this spring as our property on M21 drastically changes — grades raised, hills lowered, heaving and leveling and roiling — it’s shape  becoming something new and 
beautiful for a new purpose, the revelation of the glory of the Lord. I’m so thankful for the body of Christ in the collective of Impact and for the people who love Jesus with their all 
and with their all seek his Kingdom! 

NEW FACILITY UPDATE, CONTINUED
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A greenhouse is an environment in which plants are grown.  The structure is usually made out of glass walls 
so that the incoming visible solar radiation from the sun is absorbed by the plants and soil.  In addition, 
the warmed atmosphere inside the greenhouse re-radiates some of the thermal energy, which causes the 
energy to be re-circulated throughout the glasshouse.  A greenhouse is about atmosphere and relationship.  
Without a greenhouse environment, plants could not survive and thrive.

Within the Greenhouse Planting Network, we believe that church planters and pastors desperately need an environment where the Son of God warms and energizes their 
heart and soul. In order to survive and thrive in a 21st century ministry context, planters must have a supportive environment of energizing relationships. Our network 
exists to create these life-giving atmospheres so that church plants have everything they need in order to follow through with Jesus’ mission of seeking and saving the lost.

OUR PURPOSE:
We are a relational network of churches working together to transform lives 

and communities through disciple making and church planting. 
OUR MISSION:

“To seek and save the lost” - Jesus 
OUR VALUES:

1.    Authentic Relationships 
2.    Genuine Community 

3.    Collective Discernment 
4.    Innovative Spirit 
5.    Sacrificial Hearts 

6.    Spirit Led
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CHURCH PLANTING: 
NETWORK

IMPACT CHURCH | LOWELL, MI 
Jason Holdridge | Planted in 2003
      www.impact.church

ENCOUNTER CHURCH | BELDING, MI 
Rob Lawrence | Planted in 2007
      www.encountercommunitychurch.org

THE WELL | IONIA, MI 
Joel Liepprandt | Planted in 2011
      www.thewell.tw

EPIC CHURCH | PORTLAND, MI 
Duane Bower | Planted in 2006
      www.epic-community.org

GRACEPOINT CHURCH | ST. JOHNS, MI 
Brandon Hempel | Planted in 2009
      www.gracepointe-mi.org

RE:CLAIM CHURCH | HUNTINGTON, WV 
Corey Adkins | Planted in 2013
      www.reclaimchurch.org
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EPIC CHURCH | PORTLAND, MI 
Duane Bower | Planted in 2006
      www.epic-community.org

GRACEPOINT CHURCH | ST. JOHNS, MI 
Brandon Hempel | Planted in 2009
      www.gracepointe-mi.org

RE:CLAIM CHURCH | HUNTINGTON, WV 
Corey Adkins | Planted in 2013
      www.reclaimchurch.org

CHURCH PLANTING: 
NETWORK, continued

STRAIGH STREET | IONIA, MI 
Nate Smith | Planted in 2015
      www.straightstreetrecovery.com

AWAKEN CHURCH | GRAND LEDGE, MI 
Steve Hubbard | Planted in 2016
      www.awaken-church.com

THRIVE CHURCH | EATON RAPIDS, MI 
Randy & Katie Lance | Planted in 2017
      

Total Greenhouse Attendance: 3,001 
(First time over 3,000!)
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THRIVE CHURCH | CHARLOTTE, MI 
Randy & Katie Lance | Planting Fall 2018
      

THE MIX CHURCH | LANSING, MI 
Luis Torres| Planting Fall 2018

MADABUKENI CHURCH
SWAZILAND, AFRICA

HOME GROWN CHURCH | LANSING, MI 
Brandon Hempel | Planting Fall 2018

LAVUMISA CHURCH
SWAZILAND, AFRICA

THE OAKS | GOOSE CREEK, SC
Nicole Franklin | Planting Fall 2018
    

MAHANGENI CHURCH
SWAZILAND, AFRICA

ESKHALENI CHURCH
SWAZILAND, AFRICA

Incubating/Upcoming Church Plants “Global Greenhouse” Swaziland Plants
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LAVUMISA CHURCH
SWAZILAND, AFRICA

“Global Greenhouse” Swaziland Plants CHURCH PLANTING, CONTINUED
Just a final thought that hit me this year as it relates to Impact’s church plants.  We have always assumed a calculated risk in planting churches knowing that probably not every church 
we plant will flourish long-term, though that is our earnest desire.  I believe the newest statistic is that only 68% of new church plants survive for the long haul. There are many reasons 
for this, but a couple reasons come to mind based on our strategy for church planting.  Firstly, we intentionally plant churches in places of great need with a unique purpose to reach 
un- and de-churched people, not just transfer growth from other churches in the area.  Secondly, we realize the risks and unknowns involved in the need for financial resources as 
well as human resources that are necessary to eventually feed and nourish a church body.  These are always variables as you start a church, so in time you can see whether a church 
is not only viable, but sustainable as a healthy organism.  

That being said, we have started several churches that launched and made a huge difference in the time God allowed them to be his presence in their community.  We want to 
honor those plants and the ones that laid down their lives to see God glorified and people reached and loved.  The fruits of their labor continue even those these churches have since 
dissolved.  Here are the churches and leaders that represent this treasured collective…

 
These plants were not failures, they were bold moves.  These bold moves called “churches” saved lives, healed lives, baptized lives, and discipled lives that are still living out the mission 
of Jesus both at Impact, in our current church plants, and around the neighboring area.  The blood, sweat, and tears that were poured out in the years these churches brought Jesus 
to people and people to Jesus were never wasted and will never be forgotten.  I’m reminded of a quote that has become somewhat of a motto around Impact the past couple years as 
we continue to boldly pursue the Great Commission and the Great Commandment on this earth…

“What endeavor could we undertake that would be so reflective of the heart of God that even failure would be success?” – Erwin McManus

IGNITE CHURCH - 2008
Led by Jim & Kristy Nora

PATHWAY CHURCH - 2009
Led by Steve Cymbal

DWELLING PLACE CHURCH - 2010
Led by Jim & Rachel Bowen

THE BRIDGE CHURCH - 2011
Led by Joel Liepprandt
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MINISTRY REPORTS: 
LOVE WEEK
Love Week is Impact’s week-long community project where a swarm of community-loving Christ followers show up in droves to clean, paint, build, tear down and organize whatever 
our community needs. And as indicated in last year’s Dream Book as a 2017-2018 goal, we have expanded into Love Weekend Fall and Love Weekend Spring where we partner 
with FROM’s Neighbor 2 Neighbor projects.
Each and every project is important and has the same purpose and drive behind it. Many of the 31 projects for 2017’s Love Week were small-to-medium in size. Some were 
reoccurring like the schools and parks. Others were massive! Take the new playground at Stoney Lakeside Park on Bowes Rd. That was a year-long project with fundraising, 
playground design voting, bids, etc. It was by far the largest Love Week undertaking ever. Kudos to the 2017 project leaders for taking charge and getting things done. Thank you to 
the 627 volunteers that gave 2390 hours also! Nothing would have gotten done without your love, hard work and dedication to our community.
We also scratched the surface for Love Weekend Fall 2017 by taking on four projects organized by FROM’s Neighbor 2 Neighbor program. This partnership will no doubt grow and 
help those individuals in and around Lowell with various home projects like yard work, winterizing windows 
and other odd jobs.
As for Love Weekend Spring 2018, FROM is finalizing the details of what jobs need to be done and project 
leaders are getting lined up.

THIS YEAR’S LOVE WEEK IS SCHEDULED FOR JUNE 25 – 29, 2018… ARE YOU READY?
This year we have been thinking outside of the box a little. Nothing official at the time of this writing, but it is 
going to be amazing! And there are also some 2019 and 2020 projects in the works already.

Are you as excited as I am? Please consider taking some time off, keeping your evenings free, and load up on 
the Holy Spirit because we’re going to need you!
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MINISTRY REPORTS: STUDENT MINISTRIES
Over the course of the last year ISM has participated in many different activities, but I want to take a moment to highlight a few. 

Last summer our students engaged in serving our community (and will again this summer). One way we did this was serving during Love Week and taking on a couple of projects 
for our students. Our high school students helped paint the Foreman building at the fairgrounds and our middle school students helped clean up the sports field at Murray Lake 
Elementary. This was such a great opportunity to teach our students how to serve others around them. A second way we were able to serve was helping Brian Worsley and his 
awesome team for Kids Games. Kids Games is a week-long sports camp in the evening to teach and give opportunities for younger kids to play sports. Our students helped lead the 
instructions of these games or led the groups of younger kids as they moved around to different stations. Lastly, our middle school students were able to participate in the Impact’s 
Arts Explosion program last summer, and we had several high school students serving the younger ones by leading different groups or even teaching some of the arts classes. This is 
an amazing week-long event that is such a staple for our church body and is such a special way to invest into the community! 

Our students also got to engage weekly in community, worship, and the Word through our rallies on Wednesday nights. Middle school experienced a new format for these rallies 
that we believe increased their community and helped to engage them in a healthier environment. All of our students got a chance to walk through the series “What on Earth Am I 
Here For?” in conjunction with our weekend series last fall. We also had great discussions around what it means to live in our society and how to engage with it through our “Social 
Project” series, breaking down the good and bad in popular music in our culture today through our “Playlist” series, 
and then talking through values of ISM and the Church universal through our “Viral” series. I hope and pray that all 
of these conversations have helped in shaping our students to become more like Christ. A highlight moment from our 
normal weekly rallies would be our “Call to Prayer” night. In March, our team felt the need to call our students up to 
something more in their relationship with God (because they are capable of it), and they responded so incredibly well. 
Students were engaging with worship and an extended time of prayer throughout the evening that was truly beautiful 
to witness. There was time for confession, communion, and a physical act of laying down whatever barrier is holding 
them back from progressing in their relationship with God. This night was powerful. 
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MINISTRY REPORTS: STUDENT MINISTRIES
Another event to highlight from this last year, and really every year, is Big Chill. This weekend is our largest event that we have throughout the year in terms of planning and numbers. 
We took 94 students with us to Camp Geneva, partnering with 3 other churches to experience a weekend that was set apart for our students to encounter God in unique ways. Pastor 
Scott Stevenson did an amazing job bringing the Word for our students to be challenged with, and our ISM band did an absolutely stellar job leading all of us in worship. I am so 
grateful for the fruit this event continues to have in our student’s lives. 
I just need to take a minute and acknowledge all of the amazing ISM volunteers. Through God’s provision to our students, He added more people to the team over this last year 
that are crucial to our mission. I believe it was the largest influx of volunteers in one year that ISM has seen. We are continually searching for those that God has called to serve our 
students, but I am so excited for the solid base that God has blessed us with. Our leaders are being called into more leadership and responsibility than ever before. I cannot wait to see 
what He does in and through our leadership team. They ROCK! 
As we look toward this next year, I am getting so excited for what is to come for our students. ISM will again be participating in serving through Kids Games, Love Week, and Arts 
Explosion, and in addition to all of this we get to take a team of high school students out of the country to serve a community in Haiti. We will be going for a week in July and are 
partnering with Starfysh, a non-profit organization started right here in West Michigan. The team will get to serve the Haitian people through putting in clean water filters into some 
homes in the community, helping with developing gardening practices in order to help the communities become more sustainable, and spending time investing in Haitian kids and 
students. 

After our summer programming ISM will continue engaging in our weekly rallies and special events to help our students to grow in their relationship with God. As we are seeking 
wisdom from God for what our students need, we desire to help our students understand two crucial concepts over the course of this next year. The first is that our students have 
a story, it is powerful, and they need to share it. We are beginning to integrate story videos into our rallies, so students can have a platform to begin to share their hearts in a safe 
environment, and then to encourage them to share their stories outside of ISM. Secondly, our focus for this year is helping our students understand that they are “on mission”. We 
do not get together every week just to have fun or to selfishly sit and not do anything with our faith. Our students need to understand the weight of their responsibility to be Jesus to 
those around them - at school, with friends, with strangers, at band, at choir, at sports, at Meijer, or at the coffee shop. They need to be engaging others in a way that reflects the heart 
of God and calls those around them into a relationship with Jesus. This next year… it’s going to be a great one. 
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MINISTRY REPORTS: KIDZONE
Much has happened in the last year of KidZone and the KidZone team couldn’t be more excited to launch into this next year with faith and expectation of what Jesus 

will do in the lives of the youngest here at Impact. In the spring of 2017 the 5 of us KidZone team member sat around a table discussing what the vision of KidZone 

would be.  After two weeks of prayer and more discussion we landed on three words that would define our goals and focus for the year: relationship, volunteers, and 

unity.  We wanted to take a KidZone staff retreat, we wanted to start a system of connection for leaders in KidZone, and we set a goal of recruiting 80 new volunteers 

from the beginning of 2017 till now.  As of right now, all are done, except only 76 people have joined the team.  I honestly can’t believe it.  It’s funny because when we 

talked about that specific goal, we initially said 40 people, but something Jason said in a staff meeting struck a nerve on my faith and soul and eventually we decided 

to strike out in faith to reach 80.  I truly never thought that would happen, but in my mind, 76 is the biggest win of the year.  

Relationship will always be at the center of what KidZone is, and more holistically, of what Impact is.  We want to help people take the next step in their relationship 

with Jesus, across the board.  Our team had the joy of watching that it small ways of kids trusting leaders more and more throughout the year but also in more obvious 

ways of leaders walking with kids in the crucial step of giving their lives to Jesus!  

I’ll never forget the morning of Easter 2018, there were 18 kids in the 9:15 service that gave their life to Jesus for the first time and were heading into small group 

discussion with their specific leader.  I’m walking around from group to group and I see the Kindergarten crew is getting pretty squirrelly, okay, it may have been out 

of control.  So, I go and simply sit in the group to see what’s going on.  The leader is doing a one on one prayer with a little girl and this is what I hear her say, “Jesus, 

thank you for dying on the cross for us.  I’m so happy you are the new king of my life.”   I sat there for a few minutes longer helping the other kids pay attention while the Kindergarten leader did a similar 

thing with two more kids.  Once group time was over, the leader walked out to me with tears in his eyes saying, “Tony, that never gets old.”  

I truly am beyond blessed to lead a team that echoes the heartbeat of Jesus for the children of Impact.  Each one of the staff team members would say the same thing.  

As we pray about this next year and converse about focuses and critical transitions we will not lose sight of relationship, most importantly relationship with Jesus.  It will always be the focus.  Under that, 

transformation and ownership are the two words to focus on this year in KidZone.  Not that we are looking for every preschooler and up to learn those words, but that the preparation for the new building 

would be transformative, not only physically, but culturally.  For ownership it is my prayer that all new and current leaders would grow in their sense of ownership for KidZone.  Both of those words have 

seen amazing growth already and we simply want to keep pushing them forward and keeping them as a major focus.    
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MINISTRY REPORTS: WORSHIP & ARTS
This past year for Impact’s worship and production ministries, the theme has been multiplication. We have seen 
this in a tangible way as lead worshippers were added to our number as we sustained Cherry Creek Campus, 
duplicating our worship and tech teams each and every week so that both campuses have an excellent and 
worshipful experience where they can encounter God in a powerful way through a distraction free environment.

Looking ahead to 2018 - 2019, we are so excited to occupy the new building and for all that will mean for our 
worship and production arts teams! That said, we will be focusing this year on honing our gift sets and resources 
in the best way possible, so that we can occupy the new space with confidence and a tangible sense of ownership 
that will spread to our whole body. There are some exciting things in the works that we hope to have ready around 
the time we enter our new facility, and there will be more news to come on those fronts soon.

In the meantime, we are looking forward to continuing the great privilege of using what God’s given our church 
to lift him high with praise each and every week, and enter into his presence together.

The best is yet come, and believe what we’ve seen and experienced so far at Impact is just the beginning!

Ryder Jones
Worship and Arts Director
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MINISTRY REPORTS: NEW CONNECTIONS
I am truly blessed to be able to serve alongside a team of 27 amazing people who love Jesus and who help people get connected to the community of God’s family!  New Connections is a ministry only two 

years young, but our goal is still to reflect the love and acceptance of Christ in a way that people feel cared for, known and valued as individuals. We believe that every number has a name, every name has a 

story and every story matters to God!  New Connections is here to help others take those next important steps in their walk with Jesus.  Our team facilitates interactions between ministries and newcomers 

in our body, offers relationships to those who are not yet connected with people, and provides opportunities for new people to meet other new attendees.

We are blessed to have a booth in the Lounge that positions us to be able to connect with people before and after each service.  We have been able to give out 83 gift bags this year to new attendees that have 

stopped by our desk. This year we now have an opportunity to give out bibles and pamphlets to those who have prayed to receive Christ.  Newcomers also receive a welcome letter by mail and a follow-up 

call.  

God has truly blessed the growth of the New Connections ministry at our Cherry Creek campus this last year.   Dennis Mora stepped up to the position of the Core team lead for that campus and has 

done a phenomenal job helping build the team there.

The growth that our church has seen this past year has been astounding; more people are added to our numbers each week!  We have had the joy of following up with over 128 people this year who have 

filled out connect cards, and a number of these people have made decisions for Christ.  This is fantastic news, glory to God!   Our continued intent is that New Connections will assist in building bridges 

to those who are new to Impact or desire to connect.  We reach people where they are and make them feel loved and important.

With the blessing of this growing ministry, the core team has been restructured into three levels to raise up new leadership, so we can build a strong team to prepare ourselves for the upcoming growth of 

our new church.  Members have really stepped up this year into serving in areas of leadership and using their giftings unto the Lord, which has helped grow this ministry as well.   One of these teams which 

has had great success in outreach to the new attendees is called “New Connections Pizza”. You guessed it, pizza is served to newcomers in the Lower room at 12:30pm on a Sunday every other month.  

This has been a super way to help people begin to connect!  We have had over 100 people attending New Connections Pizza this year, and many of them have plugged into various ministries including 

life groups.

As a team we are intentionally devoted in our efforts in helping people find a place to belong in our body.  We are honored to have a part in making a difference in the lives of others because they can now 

call Impact their home.

 Michelle Theisen

 New Connections Leader
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MINISTRY REPORTS: LIFE GROUPS
 Jon and I have been overwhelmed, overcome and overjoyed by the growth and goodness of Impact’s Life Group Ministry this last year. We’ve 
witnessed again and again the infinite, intricate capacity of intentional groups to nurture and love one another into whole-soul health! Our 
groups are Impact’s discipleship at work as a collection of real people become all that God created them to be through external relationships 
creating internal change around the central person of Jesus. Oh how beautiful it is to see the toxins of sin’s devastation in our lives give way to Jesus’ reconciliation and healing through his life and his people!

As Jon and I have journeyed together with over 110 fabulous group leaders this last year, I wanted to brag about our life groups a little and reveal some of the good fruit resulting from these groups’ ministry 
in and around the communities surrounding Lowell. Here are some:

• After an explanation of the gospel in one group, 5 people decided to give their lives to Jesus
• During a texting exchange with her life group leader, a woman shared years of physical abuse and asked for help.
• One group spoke highly of good counseling and connected a couple in the group to the help they needed to thrive again, and thrive they have!
• When a man shared the toll and oppression his career was taking and asked for wisdom, his group supported him through drastic life changes to be free to pursue God’s calling.
• A recently abandoned woman needed her living area demolished and new flooring installed, and a life group connected through her family and remodeled two rooms of her house.
• Because of years of medical challenges and devastating poverty, a young single mother was entangled in legal knots including jail and financial restitution. Life groups joined forces to champion her 

case with Impact friends to fund her restitution and were successful. 
• Unsure of the value of community at all, a young man decided to attend one of our young adults groups. There, he met the women he is soon to marry, along with new, dear friends.
• When her adult son in his twenty’s experienced a life-threatening accident and almost died, a women at Impact turned to her life group for support and comfort to cry and pray together.
• When Alpha Family Center in Lowell needed help remodeling a new, much larger facility, a service-based life group from Impact stepped up and handled most of the renovation.
• When a young family in Lowell lost husband and father to a sudden heart attack, a life group surrounded grieving friends and family with love and support to carry missional lives forward.

These are just a few - a very few - of the innumerable, substantive rescue efforts and redemptive acts of renown which Impact’s dauntless bands of Jesus’ followers have accomplished this last year. I am 
excited and beyond convinced that through the power of Christ Jesus and his forceful, unstoppable work for each of us, Impact’s Life Groups will press into this next year with more grit, more goodness, 
and more glory than even this last year to reach out to one another with belonging and becoming and believing in Jesus’ way. One of our more audacious goals this next year is to see 10 new leaders for 10 
new groups developed in order to reach more people with the authentic, equipping, growing community of legacy in our groups, and with God’s strength, we will see it happen. I look forward to this next 
year of groups as the depth and full measure of God grows in each us through the power of community! 

I thought it would be good this year to hear some thoughts from different voices of life groups about what their group has meant specially to them. Let their words and stories below inspire you, won’t you?

  With you,
  Ryan and Jon (aka: The Bald Bros)  

“WE LOVED YOU SO MUCH THAT WE WERE DELIGHTED TO SHARE WITH YOU NOT ONLY THE GOSPEL 
OF GOD, BUT OUR LIVES AS WELL, BECAUSE YOU AND BECOME SO DEAR TO US.” — THESS. 2:8
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“I was hesitant about joining a life group. It was really my husband pushing to join, and I was reluctant. I felt like those groups get too personal, and I wasn’t sure if I was willing to be open to people getting to know 
me like that. Turns out it was the best decision ever. Since joining our group I feel more connected to other Christ-followers, understand the Bible more, and I’m learning God’s purpose for my life. When I feel like 
I’m falling short, life group let’s me know I’m not alone. Our group has become a support family to me, and it’s hard even to describe how important that family is to me.” 
— Charlene Passorelli

“For as long as I can remember Life Group has been a vital part of my faith walk.  I am challenged, encouraged and loved by my faith family each week. Life Group is a safe place where I can share in an authentic 
and vulnerable way without the fear of being judged. During the last session I plugged into the Monday night women’s group to do the Intentional God study and met an entire small group of women I had never 
met before at Impact. Through open sharing of our life stories, we developed pretty quick friendships that have continued outside of our designated Monday night. Through texting, we share daily encouragement, 
hope, songs, messages and frequent prayer requests. I know those ladies have my back at any time.  My husband, Scott, and I have also been “doing life” with our Life Group in Alto for a few years now. I consider 
my Alto Life Group to be my “go to” for any type of help or support I might need as we do not have family members that live in the area. Our weekly gatherings include a home cooked meal, dessert, lots of laughs 
and learning. Each of us is growing week-to-week in our knowledge of the Word and discovering our part in God’s glorious plan. I received meals and help following surgery, we provided support to Life Group 
members during the recent floods, and we stood alongside a Life Group member grieving the loss of his brother. As I write this, we are prepared to assist and participate in two weddings and three graduation open 
houses this summer. When you “do life together” there is no summer season off! I know full well there would be a void without my daily, weekly Life Group connections.”  
— Bonnie Davis

“Through the struggle that is life, our group is there to constantly remind us of God’s unremitting grace. We ‘do life’ with these people -- brothers and sisters alike cutting through the compact greenery of the forest 
that darkens our path, so that we may see a bit of light through the thicket. Whether in joy, sadness, guilt, or shame, we are a family. Consistent, constant, and unrelentingly supportive.” 
— Travis Harrington

“Our life group is our family. Our conversations are raw and our friendships and love to each other are so real. We are there to pray and hold hands through the hard times and the unknowns. We are there 
to celebrate and do happy dances for the answered prayers and the good news! Our life group inspires, uplifts, supports and challenges each other. We are all in this life together and being in our life group has 
changed our life for the better. I deeply love each one.” 
— Wendy Ingraham

“I do life group for several reasons. It’s very easy to “get lost” inside a church. Come in, sing a few songs, listen to the message and get out before anyone sees you!  But that’s not how God wants us to be. When He 
created us, He said it was not good for man to be alone, so He created a woman to be his companion. The Church is just like that - the family we share life with. I think life group is really the only way you can 
do faith family really well. I enjoy going to hear about how others are doing, to share the word with each other, and to understand that I’m not in this life alone. I need others to bounce things off, and to really dig 
into what was shared in the message the week before. Group also offers the ability to share your story with people who will listen and feel with you — your hurts, your frustrations, your questions. Nothing is off 
limits. Life group is where you can be vulnerable and un-judged. Our group is a little crazy, a little bit goofy, but we all love Jesus and find doing life together irresistibly good! I encourage everyone who is looking 
to be a part of something refreshing and real — join a life group!  You won’t regret it”. — Cathy Minnie
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 A special thank you ~
I’m very delighted and filled with joy that you did pay my school fees. It was hard for me to pay because I have a single parent who faces my needs. 
Education is the most important thing. Paying my school fees has change my situation because my mother has no money to provide me with everything 
I need during that time. May God bless you and be mercy to you.
-Nomfundo Fadudze
Beautiful Nomfundo is one example of the amazing children we serve at the Madabukeni Carepoint.  Attending school on a regular basis is something 
often taken for granted in the States. Public schools are everywhere and little thought goes into how the children will get to and from school and how the 
tuition will be paid for. 

Families in Swaziland are faced with the enormous task of trying to pay for their children to attend school. Because the cost is high, both in uniforms and 
school fees, many children are simply unable to attend due to financial constraints. This is where your generous support has come into play, and because 
of it, children are able to see their futures as bright and hopeful.

The children at the Madabukeni Carepoint are so happy to have their Shepherd, 
Lihle back from the Leadership Institute he attend for 12 months.  Lihle grew up attending the Carepoint as 
a child and is now a leader the Carepoint community looks up to.  The children are keeping busy with school, 
chores, and attending the Carepoint, where they are fed not only physical food, but spiritual as well. Will you 
pray the children continue to put their trust in the Lord on a daily basis?

 This August a team of leaders from Impact will again travel to Swaziland to continue building relationships 
with the children and adults at the Carepoint.

You will have an opportunity to give toward our Swaziland partnership in December of this year.  Be 
assured that all of the finances we receive are going to support an amazing group of children in rural Nsoko, 
Swaziland.
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Impact has partnered with Kids Hope USA to reach out to the children in our community. We strive to give hope to at-risk children in our neighborhood elementary and middle 
school through a mentor-relationship between the students and a caring church member. The heart of Kids Hope is unconditional love. Prayer is the foundation of our work. Each 
adult/child relationship is wrapped in prayer by a behind-the-scenes Prayer Partner from our church.

This was Impact’s 10th year partnering with Bushnell and Cherry Creek Elementary.  This year we had 8 mentors in Bushnell and 12 at Cherry Creek. Although we had to say 
goodbye to some amazing mentors as seasons of life changed, we added four new mentors.

At Christmas time, we were once again able to provide Winter Gear to Kids Hope students that were in need. Nine of our students received boots, coats, snow pants, hats, gloves, and 
gym shoes. Many mentors did their own shopping to provide for their student. Such an amazing expression of their love and dedication to their student!

Elementary mentors and students celebrated another awesome school year at our 8th annual Park Party at Creekside Kingdom on May 21st. Of course, it wouldn’t be the Park Party 
without cake, ice cream, sidewalk chalk, games, and hundreds of water balloons.  

Our Kids Hope Next program continues to grow at Lowell Middle School, as we wrap up our sixth school year.  We had a total of 11 mentors meeting with students. Many of the 
mentoring relationships have been developing over a course of several years. The mentors have had opportunities to build strong partnerships with school staff and advocate for their 
students as well.  Next year we anticipate the addition of 4 more students into the Kids Hope Next program at Lowell Middle School. 

This was our second year of Kids Hope students entering Lowell High School. We have received support from the High School staff and look forward to continuing our relationships 
into High School. As this is new territory for our students and mentors, we are working to figure out what continuing at the High School level will look like on a regular basis.

This past year was a great year for new mentors and students, but there were still students waiting for mentors at the end of the year. It is our goal to see Kids Hope add 20 new 
volunteers to come alongside at-risk students in our elementary schools.  It’s all about partnering with our Local Schools to help struggling students with homework, relationships, 
disciplines, mentoring and consistent love for one hour a week.

I am in awe of the Kids Hope team made up of mentors and prayer partners who faithfully serve week in and week out. Their faithfulness to their students inspires me everyday and 
I can’t wait to see what will grow from the relationships going forward.

Nicole Bieri and Bonnie Davis
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What an exciting year for Impact’s Exploration of the Arts – a year that introduced us to new families, new team members, and new milestones. We kicked off the year with our 
annual Arts Explosion week where we explored our theme: Art is Powerful!  We were certainly bursting at the seams trying to squeeze all of our participants and activities on the 
Impact campus, but the good weather, talented and flexible instructors, and incredibly organized lunch team helped make the week a success. Throughout the week, our students 
participated in a variety of visual and performing arts classes, large group games and activities, and fun worship led by our band and the always dynamic Jon Bell.  During our large 
group time, our students also got a chance to see the power of art in the Timbali Crafts ministry, exploring how women in Swaziland use their talents to provide for their families 
through Timbali Crafts. Our local support of Timbali Crafts allows us to partner with these artists across the globe and see that Art is Powerful!  
November and December centered around our annual Christmas Make-it, Take-it Night, an opportunity for students to create affordable and adorable handmade Christmas gifts. 
Due to an increase in participation, we decided to expand our projects and activities and spill over into the worship space and lounge. We were joined by our friends from Timbali 
Crafts once again, as well as several of Sarah Main’s music students.  It was a festive and fun event for all!
Our Winter Arts season was bursting with excitement and energy as our enrollment hit a record high! In March we held our 10th Annual Celebration of the Arts, Hooray for 
Hollywood, and our instructors, production team, and students put together an absolutely stellar show. The artwork, the reception, the emcees, the costumes, and the student 
performances - they were all magnificent!  For many, it was a bittersweet performance though, as it marked the “graduation” of our biggest class to date. Most of our 8th grade 
students have been involved in the Exploration of the Arts for several years, and a few have performed in every recital. (It seems like just yesterday they were the youngest participants 
in our first recital, adorned and adorable in their little pink tutus.) This year’s musical production performances of Hard Knock Life and This is Me also marked the “retirement” of 
long-time instructor Diane Stinson, who has been instrumental in planting and nurturing a love for the theater in dozens of our students over the years. We are beyond grateful for 
the time and talent she has invested in our young artists.
While our stage said good-bye to many beloved and familiar faces, we also welcomed many new ones.  Due to this increase in participation, we will be adjusting our annual calendar 
and dividing our students into two “seasons.” Fall will become the Exploration of the Arts season for our preschool – 2nd grade students and conclude with a Celebration of the Arts 
recital and art exhibit, while our traditional winter season will be programmed for our 3rd -8th grade students and will conclude with a March Celebration of the Arts.  We hope this 
new annual rhythm will allow more students to participate and make the entire program more manageable for our instructors, production team, and families. 
Exploration of the Arts Focus Points for 2018-2019
 • Expansion of our Exploration of the Arts team and programming to include more intergenerational experiences for our students
 • Recruitment and development of a new team to spearhead Make-it, Take-it Night
 • Exploration of connections to other arts-based opportunities for our students in our community and beyond
 • Continued development of mentorship and training for our alumni, young instructors, and apprentices

 Thank you, Impact, for another year of investment in our young artists.  It is absolutely thrilling to see our students discover and develop a life-long love for the arts and  
 for the Master Artist!
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