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CONNECT               

19 “Do you give the horse its strength
    or clothe its neck with a flowing mane?
20 Do you make it leap like a locust,
    striking terror with its proud snorting?
21 It paws fiercely, rejoicing in its strength,
    and charges into the fray.
22 It laughs at fear, afraid of nothing;
    it does not shy away from the sword.
23 The quiver rattles against its side,
    along with the flashing spear and lance.
24 In frenzied excitement it eats up the ground;
    it cannot stand still when the trumpet sounds.
25 At the blast of the trumpet it snorts, ‘Aha!’
    It catches the scent of battle from afar,
    the shout of commanders and the battle cry.

So much deliberation.  So much hesitation.  Most of it prompted by playing out scenarios in my mind and 
letting the “if onlys” and “what ifs” stop me dead in my tracks.  But I want to start the day charging into the 
fray come what may. To say to life: “Do your worst!”  To lunge toward the unknowns and the variables, to 
know I was made to bring order to chaos and fusion to confusion.  To embrace the fray knowing that this 
side of heaven that is all that exists when our eyelids open at the crack of dawn.  If I don’t come to grips with 
that reality, I won’t live…I will exist, worse yet, simply survive.  I want to charge into the fray, like the horse.

Most of us don’t naturally charge, though. Instead of “charging into the fray,” I more often am inclined to 
retreat into the comfort. One of my favorite stories of charging into the messiness of the fray is found in 
Galatians 2, where the Apostle Paul opposes the Disciple Peter. Here were two key leaders in the early 
church, engaging in the fray. Before we continue on, take a moment and read Galatians 2:11-13.

Notice the language from the text: opposed, to his face, began to draw back, separate himself, afraid of 
others, led astray. In just a few short verses, we find an example of Paul charging because Peter was 
retreating. Paul sees an injustice and doesn’t avoid the problem, but stands up to the injustice that Peter is 
enacting. Peter, on the other hand, was so clearly influenced by the other Judaizers that instead of doing 
what was right, he caved to the pressure - drawing back, separating himself, dominated by fear, and even 
led others astray. Peter and Paul. Two of the most prominent and influential leaders of the Church, ever. 
And two very different responses to conflict.

Jesus himself went head on into hard conversations, critical conflict, and dialogical discomfort. He cleared 
the temple due to injustice (John 2), he stood up for the prostitute and showed grace (John 8), he spent 
time with the sinners, the poor, the sick, and he did all of this to the dismay of many. He wasn’t afraid to 
charge. He didn’t back down from the difficult.



REFLECT               

APPLY             
Deliberation can be debilitation. It can cause us to pause progress and arrest advancement faster than it 
takes us to process this sentence. In the message this  weekend, we heard how crucial it is for us to 
recognize the “and” between our ability to “charge into the fray” and our pleasure in the strength God has 
given us, our confidence of God’s power to sustain us. If we don’t assert our strength, we won’t charge like 
the horse. At best  - uncertain and hesitant - we might limp forward; at worst, we won’t move into the 
struggle at all. We’ll hold back and hope something changes while the enemy takes advantage of our 
pause to pummel us and others who are with us.  

In the example of Paul and Peter from Galatians, Paul knew his strength, trusted God’s provision and 
zealously risked a powder-keg of conflict with arguably the single most powerful early church leader on 
record at the time. He didn’t hesitate, didn’t avoid, didn’t vacillate . He charged. Straight at it, straight into it, 
right for the jugular of what he defined as “clearly in the wrong” in order to preserve, protect and 
propagate what he knew was Jesus’ way for the church - the same grace, the same love, the same value for 
the outsider. 

When it comes to living “justly” or doing the right thing in the experiences of our lives - like talking with your 
spouse about bad hurts or bad habits; talking with your kids about sex, porn, drugs, pride, bullying, etc; 
being willing to call out truth to those close to you, either about them or about yourself - you and I need this 
kind of confident conviction to charge forward. A few lines later in our Job passage about the horse, the 
description is, “it does not shy away from the sword.” May our lives be this committed, this persuaded, this 
certain, and this direct as we lunge forward out of the love that is within us compelling and propelling us 
forward. Advancers not avoiders.

 • Conflict is risky business and scary. Do you normally avoid it or address it? 
 • What bad conflicts have scarred you? Pray through each of these as you reflect.
 • What good conflict has healed you and others become better? Share an example.
 • Look back at the story of conflict between Paul and Peter. What words or actions surprise you or 

even make you uncomfortable? What do you learn about charging into the fray from their 
interaction?

 • In decisions or choices about what Jesus would want you to do (his will for your next step) do you 
generally hesitate or over-deliberate and talk yourself out of it? Give examples.  

 • Is there a person or situation - someone or something - you need to address head on soon? Pray 
about and listen for the Holy Spirit to lead you to discovery of areas he wants more from you, for you 
and for others. Share with your group. 

 • What challenge are you facing that you need helpful advice or encouragement addressing? (e.g. 
personal sin, relational conflict, job tension, financial hardship, etc.) 

 • Do you have someone whom you can ask to be there with you to help you overcome? 
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